Report of teaching media in the Gárdonyi Géza Member High School of Szuhakálló

We organize several ways of media education.  In the 8th grade we teach Motion picture and Media studies as module subjects are based on the National Core Curriculum for three years. We have chosen from the recommended curriculum the ‘A’ version in which the first semester deals with History of Film and Functional language of Film, while in the second semester we are engaged in Alternative media. The Pauz Publisher’s course book family and their collection of films are our aids. This subject is very popular among young adults, because of its “mainly” difference. “We’re not just talking about it, but doing it…” as the children get used to talking about it. 

We have had study circle of media for one year, which was instigated by the Manush Foundation. I have heard about their really attractive and innovative project then I have been involved in their further education for teachers in the last year. After my training the other teachers in our school also discovered the hidden possibilities in this subject for that reason we established the study circle of media. After we signed our Cooperation Agreement with the Manush Foundation with its support among the outlines of the project we are still working on it. 
The initial aim was to establish an editorial office in the school with a permanent school newspaper. Then the students from the 8th grade became the first editors whose have had many ideas, but the execution was not so easy. After all we had an opportunity to succeed in publishing our issues twice in the springtime. 

Also the children’s idea and effective work was to make a web page: www.mediaszakkor.gportal.hu
The plain menu system is flaring thus it is more and more wealthy. 

Within the editorial office the division of labour has been evolved easily.  Some practiced students know how to work with the web page; the others are able to make very good photos while few in numbers writes the articles. The editorial office has been appreciably expanded and transformed, but the division of labour exists from the first step. Dare to say the than 10-13-years-old-children are the columnists nowadays. 

On the manual training of study circle we work with many tasks:

· writing news

· making mini-interviews

· making mini-reports

· editing the pictures

· using the photo machine

· learning how to edit and design the web page

· learning how to use the word processor

We used many times the workbook of Manush Foundation titled “How to be curious”. Our circumstances has been donated that we had a certain number of this workbook as a donation from the Manush Foundation. 

This workbook gives a bear hand with its multiple tasks thence I like it to use on my lessons. The extracts and tasks process current problems and themes. Both in my lessons and in the study circle it is easy to use. 

In the last months the children were improving a lot. They are more self-sufficient that ever, thus it was a smooth sailing to make ready the School Newspaper of December.  

We plan to make school radio in the forthcoming moths. We already have a public address system; just few technical instruments and resources are missing. For instance we do not have any microphone, professional dictaphone, and casseiver. Many of my colleagues gave a signal that they would like work with us. One colleague from the local village television gave us an offer: we are permitted to make our reports and they will broadcast in the local television, but they would record it. We do not have professional technical materials.

A year ago we would not guessed that we would have a study circle in the school. This time it has became the most popular profession because of its directness and way of thinking. On the other hand the children are fond of acting and the media is the best channel for it. In particular our web page is authoritative even for adults. From the feedbacks we know many of the parents get their information about the school from the web page. This gives us a big responsibility. In spite of all, this is a big challenge for me, for the teachers and for the children too. 

Thanks for supporting our work by the Manush Foundation. To meet Mihály Hardy and do the further education of teacher gave a huge motivation, which has made a great impression on us. 

I hope in a further cooperation.

Best regards,
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Zsuzsanna Kohut 

Project leader

